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The picture that graced both the front and back covers of all five editions of Major Wingfield's rules' booklets.
He had named his game lawn tennis or Sphairistike. On the covers, the Greek term "Sphairistike" appears in small letters

while the English term "LAWN TENNIS" appears in large letters.
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Championships but remained as the Club rules when that event finished. 
These 15 original AEC lawn tennis rules are found in the Appendix of The

Birth of Lawn Tennis. Here are some of their rules that changed the game. 

1. The SCORING SYSTEM changed from the rackets scoring of games to 15 
by ones used by the MCC, to real tennis scoring with games of 15, 30, 40, 
game, and sets played to 6 games. "Each match will be the best of five sets, 
without advantage sets except for the finals." Advantage sets meant sets that 
were won by at least 2 games such as 7-5 and 8-6. Until the finals, 6-5 sets 
were played, where at 5-5 in games, whosoever's turn it was to serve did 
serve the final game of the set. There was no tie-break.

2. The SHAPE of the court was changed, abandoning the MCC's and 
Wingfield's hourglass court for a rectangular court, as that used today. Of 
course, many of the early British clubs, such as the Prince's Club, had earlier 
adopted the rectangular shape for their courts.

3. The SIZE of the court was changed. Now it became 78 by 27 feet for 
singles, and on 30 June 1877, the doubles court became 78 by 36 feet, as 
today. The MCC court had been 78 by 30 feet.

4. The HEIGHT OF THE NET was changed. The MCC net had been 5 feet at 
the posts and 4 feet in the center. In 1877, the AEC lowered the center of the 
net to 3 feet 3 inches. In 1878, it lowered the net to 3 feet at the center and 4 
feet 9 inches at the posts for singles and 4 feet for doubles. In 1880, the net 
was lowered to 4 feet at the posts for singles as well. In 1882, the net height 
at the posts was lowered to 3 feet 6 inches. So by 1882, the net's height 
became the same as it is today.

5. The net posts were moved from being placed on the boundary lines 
where they had been located before 1877, to 3 feet outside the boundary 
lines on either side of the court as today.

6. A slight change was made in the size and weight of the ball.

7. The terminology was changed. The MCC had called the server and 
receiver the "hand-in" and "hand-out." The AEC now called them the "server" 
and the "striker-out."

8. More changes followed later, made by the AEC and the MCC. The AEC 
kept the service line at 26 feet from the net in 1877, identical to the MCC 
rules. But, led by Henry Jones and his statistics each year on games won by 
the server and receiver, the committee changed the service line location in 
1878 to 22 feet from the net, and in 1880 to 21 feet from the net, as it remains 
today. Also in 1880, the rules made it illegal for a player to volley a ball 
"before it had passed the net." That rule also remains today.

So, largely because of the hard work of the All England Club's lawn tennis 
tournament committee, by 1882, only 8 years after lawn tennis had been 
invented, the court's shape, size and net had already become identical to 
today's court. (The Birth of Lawn Tennis, pp. 246-277, pp. 508-509) 

18. Who played lawn tennis during its early days?

Within 2 or 3 years after Wingfield had introduced lawn tennis to the public, 
it had already surpassed the popularity of real tennis and rackets. During the 
1860s, prior to lawn tennis, croquet had been extremely popular with the 
elite. It gave gentlemen and ladies a chance to mingle and flirt in an 
enjoyable environment outdoors. But many, especially men, found that 

Above: A detail from an oil painting by Bob 
Everitt. It is based upon an original engraving 
by Victorian artist Horace William Petherick, 
when he visited the Championship event on 
the first day in 1877. 

Below: Julian Marshall, the expert on the 
history of real tennis who served on the 3-man 
1877 AEC tournament committee along with 
Henry Jones and Charles G. Heathcote. They 
revolutionized lawn tennis rules. 
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